
CONGRESSMAN OLVER ANNOUNCES $170,689 IN COPS GRANTS FOR CENTRAL AND WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS
December 14, 1998

  

WASHINGTON -- U.S. Rep John Olver (D- 1st District) announced today                that the U.S. Department of Justice has awarded a total of $170,689                in community policing grants to police departments and towns in                central and western Massachusetts.              

The grants were awarded through COPS MORE Š98, one of several programs                administered by the Justice Department's Office of Community Orientated                Policing Services (COPS).&nbsp; Established under the 1994 Crime                Act, COPS MORE Š98 is designed to expand the amount of time officers                can spend policing their local streets and communities.              

Congressman Olver worked closely with the grantees and sent letters                of support to Attorney General Janet Reno asking for an expeditious                and favorable review of their&nbsp; applications.              

"When a police department's computer system is out of date and                insufficient, the police officers are forced to spend more time                behind a desk and less time policing the streets.&nbsp; By providing                grants that cut down the time of administrative duties, the Department                of Justice is using a common-sense approach to combating crime,"                Olver said.              

"I have witnessed the tremendous effect that COPS MORE grants have                had on my district -- they have lowered the rates of larceny, domestic                violence, and drug use. Community policing has visibly diminished                crime all across Massachusetts," Olver continued.              

The COPS MORE Š98 grants will be distributed to the following police                departments or towns:              

&nbsp; Town of Adams&nbsp;&nbsp; $14,945 
               &nbsp; Charlemont Police Department $4,500 
               &nbsp; Gardner Police Department&nbsp; $24,997 
               &nbsp; Lunenburg Police Department $40,845 
               &nbsp; Southwick Police Department $39,780 
               &nbsp; Town of Townsend&nbsp;&nbsp; $45,622              

COPS MORE Š98 grants are available to state, local, and other public                law enforcement agencies. The grant applications are reviewed and                then awarded on a competitive basis. The grants cover up to 75 percent                of the total cost of technology, equipment or civilian salaries                for one year. Agencies receiving grants must provide a minimum 25                percent local cash match. The funding will be used for the purchase                of technology and equipment, and to hire support staff.&nbsp; Examples                of the types of items that will be funded include mobile data computers,                mapping software, computer aided dispatch systems, booking clerks,                dispatchers, and other civilian positions.             
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